For More information Call:  778-3443     Visit LEAP’s Website:  www.leapcommunity.org
Or E-mail:  Darryl@leapcommunity.org
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WHY LEAP?
Life Enrichment Advancing People (LEAP), Inc. supports people with cognitive & intellectual disabilities to live in small and individualized home and residential programs in and around Western and Central Maine.  LEAP’s main activities are focused in Western and Central Maine, with the highest concentration in Franklin County.

Services & supports assist each person to be active in their communities, gain independence and build on existing skills and strengths.  The range of services and supports provide are: In-Home Supports to Individuals and their Families, Information, Training & Referral Services for Families, Family Support, a part-time Respite Program, Small Group and Individualized Home Services and the Community Partners Dances and Game Day Events.  

Life Enrichment Advancing People (LEAP)

* LEAP is a private non-profit agency that provides community and residential supports for people with cognitive & intellectual disabilities in Western and Central Maine.

(www.leapcommunity.org)

313 Farmington Falls Road

Farmington, ME 04938

(207) 778-3443

fax: (207) 778-6070

OUR MISSION

LEAP exists to empower persons with disabilities to lead joyful lives with dignity, independence, and autonomy by providing them with comprehensive and individualized supports.

LEAP provides services that challenge each individual to develop their:

· Physical well-being

· Self-expression

· Experiences of joy

We believe that all individuals have biological, psychological, and social needs and that we are in need of opportunities for self-fulfillment in order to grow and develop.

While many programs serving people with cognitive & intellectual disabilities place emphasis on teaching life skills for growth and independence, we focus extra supports on developing individual self-directed life choices.

What are self-directed life choices & why are they important?

We believe that by being exposed to life’s wide variety of choices, we develop into unique individuals.

LEAP challenges consumers to look beyond their limitations, through expanding choices and opportunities to try new experiences.

LEAP recognizes that our role is to provide community supports and services, which promote giving people choices in life.

What are LEAP’s goals?

The fundamental principle of LEAP is to empower individuals with cognitive & intellectual disabilities to:

· Reach beyond their limitations and truly experience all that life has to offer.

· To develop as fully as those individuals who live without disabilities.

What Does LEAP Provide?

     Life Enrichment Advancing People (LEAP), Inc. is a private non-profit agency that supports people with cognitive & intellectual disabilities to continue living at home with their families or to live in a small and individualized community support programs in and around Western and Central Maine.  LEAP’s main activities are focused in Franklin County, with the highest concentration in Farmington.  Services assist the consumer to gain independence and build on existing skills and strengths.  The range of services and supports provide are: In-Home Supports to Individuals and their Families, Information, Training & Referral Services for Families, Family Support, a part-time Respite Program, and Small Group and Individualized Residential .  LEAP provides support & training for community integration, assistance with activities of daily living, independent living skills support and health care services.  The Residential Services are offered 24 hours per day – 365 days per year.  LEAP also offers emergency and crisis support contacts to the Maine Department of Health and Human Services 24 hours per day – 365 days per year.

     LEAP has been recognized by the Maine State Department of Health & Human Services as a Leader in Services for people with cognitive & intellectual disabilities.  LEAP has particularly been singled out as a successful leader in supports to people with cognitive & intellectual disabilities who have hearing impairments.  LEAP has a specially designed Sign Language Course for Staff and many residents participate in a variety of Deaf Peer Support Programs sponsored by the Maine Center of Deafness. LEAP has also been a leader in person-centered planning activities.

     LEAP has added new service programs over the past several years to better support all people with cognitive & intellectual disabilities in our area: Individual Personal Supports for people in their own homes, and DREAM Respite Supports.  LEAP also helps to keep families together.  It may not always be together under the same roof, but it keeps them close together and in their own communities.  LEAP has been providing supports and services in Western and Central Maine since September of 1980 and has a great deal of success.  The needs are never going to go away, and through gains in medicine and technology, people with cognitive & intellectual disabilities are living longer and thriving in our programs.  LEAP serves people from seventeen years old to eighty two years young.

     L.E.A.P. works with other organizations such as Tri-Valley United Way, the University of Maine at Farmington Rehabilitation and Community Health Programs and their students, the UMF Health and Fitness Center, the UMF Friend to Friend Club and Special Olympics.  L.E.A.P. supports people to participate in a wide variety of local community activities, as well as taking trips throughout Maine and other more significant Life Dreams such as visiting Graceland in Memphis, Disney World, New York and many other local adventures such as hiking, swimming, camping, fishing, joining clubs, volunteering, taking classes and meeting up with their families.  These are all examples of achievement through special care and lots of encouragement.

     In spite of these breakthroughs in care, growth and development, cognitive & intellectual disabilities are life-long conditions that may significantly:

· Limit a person’s ability to learn, to reason and to make judgements,

· Limit a person’s ability to put this learning in use,

· Limit a person’ capacity to meet standards of expected personal independence and social responsibility as other people at the same age level.

     Each person grows, matures and ages according to his or her individual development, and it must be remembered that each individual has the same wide range of emotions and needs (love, anger, hope, sorrow, hunger, fear. joy) as all people, but may not have the capacity to completely understand and process all of those needs and emotions.  It is critical that individuals with disabilities are given the respect and dignity to which they are entitled.  L.E.A.P. fulfills this need by providing appropriate support, understanding, education and training, so that the people in their care can lead full, happy and productive lives, with a certain measure of self-esteem.

     LEAP is known throughout the state as an organization that provides services that are respectful, empowering, personalized and also individualized.  The relationship between provider and recipient of services is envisioned as one of partnership, with the realization that both parties grow, change and benefit as a result their interaction.  LEAP’s future, much like it’s past, will be based on adapting and maintaining services which provide the supports, transitions and accommodations necessary to assist all people to achieve the dream of full and active community participation and membership.

What are some of LEAP’s accomplishments?

· Over 30 Years of Quality Services in Western and Central Maine

· A variety of Family Supports
· Supporter of a local Speaking Up For Us (SUFU) Self Advocacy Group
· Sponsor of Stone Soup Garden Project

· Received grants to fund specialized projects such as the Stone Soup Gardens, Recreation Activities, Alternative Chinese Medicines, Specialized Supports, the Diversfield Respite Enrichment Program (DREAM), Modification to our Community Residences, among others.

· Sponsored trainings and workshops for our own staff and outside agencies.  Created a local site access and training for Maine’s College of Direct Support Professionals.
· Provided residents with therapeutic massage, art therapy, dance therapy, horseback riding, and community based agricultural programs.

· Internships for students form colleges through the State of Maine

· Self-Advocacy Training

· Continuous Quality Improvements

· Successfully transitioning into less restrictive and more supportive community support models of service

· Member of the Maine Association for Community Service Providers (MACSP), Member of the Franklin County Chamber of Commerce, American Network of Community Options & Resources & the Maine Association of Non Profits
· Lead Partner in a new Collaborative Project with Common Good Ventures & 4 other Non-Profits
· A designee member agency of the Tri-Valley United Way

LEAP’s main focus is to provide individualized home and residential services and support for people with cognitive & intellectual disabilities in community-based settings.

Programs operate by LEAP are funded by a variety of sources, including State and Federal Funds, Grants. Private Fees and Donations.

LEAP presently serves over 90 People in Community & Residential Programs:

· Family Support, Information & Referrals – LEAP has provided information, counseling, resources and support to families and individuals seeking services and supports since its’ founding in 1980.  LEAP continually serves on several teams of people seeking services.

· Our House – (opened in 1980) a fee for service Licensed Assisted Living Home, now operating on the Whittier Road in Farmington, which serves 4 people.

· F.A.R.E. House – (opened in 2011) a fee for service Licensed Assisted Living Home on Lower Street un Turner, formerly located on Woodman Hill Road in Minot, which serves four people.

· Franklin Heights – (opened in 1984) a fee for service Licensed Assisted Living Home on Belcher Road in Farmington, which serves 4 people.

· Davis Road – (opened in 1987) a fee for service Licensed Assisted Living Facility on Davis Road in Farmington, which serves 3 people.

· Stinchfield Hill (Formerly B & K’s House) (opened in 1994 originally) – a fee for service Licensed Assisted Living Facility on the Stinchfield Hill Road in Chesterville and is licensed to support 3 people.

· Shared Living Host Family Foster Home Services - (started in 1997) in Farmington, Strong, Wilton, Dixfield, Jay, Carthage & Fayette – individuals are supported in Family Settings.

· Oliver House - (opened in 1997) – a fee for service Licensed Assisted Living Facility on the Farmington -Falls Road in Farmington which serves 4 people.

· Community Supports – personal supports and other individualized community based services, which began in 1997.  This program supports people in their own homes or apartments from 5 hours to 168 hours each week.  LEAP is presently providing these supports for fourteen individuals.

· DREAM (Diversified Respite Enrichment Activities program) - a part-time weekend respite program, which began through a Tri-Valley United Way Grant in 1999 for youth and adults to participate in local & regional community resources and activities to build independence and gain access.

· Weld Road - (opened in the fall of 2002) a community home for two people under personal supports.

· Keep Road - (Supports began in December of 2002)  a community apartment building with two apartments supporting 4 people.

· A & P’s House – (opened in November of 2003) community home for two people under home supports.

· Upper Street – (opened in December of 2004) a community home for two people under home supports.
· Anson Street in Farmington was re-purposed in the spring of 2010 to provide flexible home supports training and supervision.  This site can support up to four people on a short-term or long-range basis.
· Community Partners Volunteers - began to offer monthly dances and game days in the spring of 2009.  The dances generally have a seasonal theme and the games are generally bingo, puzzles or trivia.

LEAP is continually accepting referrals and working with individuals and their families to develop proposals and options to best meet each persons needs.  For more information on referrals or community programs, please contact Darryl Wood, Executive Director at 491-5983 or e-mail:  Darryl@leapcommunity.org.
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LEAP, Inc. Is an Equal Opportunity Employer 
and does not discriminate in hiring decisions or in services provided.


